
Story writing Success Criteria  Self-Mark  

Describe settings, characters and atmosphere   

Use ambitious and appropriate vocabulary (adjectives, verbs and adverbs/adverbials)  

Use ambitious and appropriate conjunctions to help it flow  

Use speech to advance the plot  (“”)  

Use a range of sentence types to add interest and drama. (Simple, compound and 
complex) 
 
In this, especially think about…. 
Dramatic short sentences  
Fronted adverbials  
Embedded clauses  

 

 

 

 

Description of Setting/Place  
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/how-to-describe-setting-place-6055424 
 
The brightly lit classroom was warm and comfortable compared to the winter weather outside.  The large clock’s tick 
could be heard with the low hum of the computer next to the teacher’s desk.  The atmosphere was quiet and 
peaceful, almost as if the room was relaxed and preparing itself for the busy day when the children arrived.  Clean 
desks, sharpened pencils, a polished floor and the new date on the interactive white board.  Everything was now 
ready for the first lesson of the day.  The loud bell echoed and the thundering footsteps approached to alter the 
calm room for the next six hours. 
 
The coals glowed in the dark grate of the old woman’s front room.  Round the shelves and covering the tall mantle-
piece were happy smiling faces framed in the many family photographs.  The old furniture was worn and dusty.  The 
withered fruit had been left too many days in the cracked crystal bowl on the coffee table.  The room looked like it 
had stayed the same for many years.  The faded curtains were dark and heavy, keeping the light out of the room and 
making it rather gloomy and depressing. 
 
 
Cheerful faces greet the customers.  The food is quickly collected and presented on clean plastic trays.  Colourful 
pictures show how wonderful the meals will look when the wrapping and boxes are thrown away.  The sound of 
chattering people and playful children fills the air.  The smell of burgers and fries forces the customer to feed their 
hungry stomachs.  Plastic plants and shiny bins brighten the atmosphere.  The meal is soon forgotten as the children 
play with the latest free toy while annoying their parents.  More and more customers fill the seats and others wait 
impatiently for people to leave.  Fast food, fast eating – a children’s paradise, a parent’s nightmare! 
 

 

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/how-to-describe-setting-place-6055424


Conjunctions 

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/cause-and-effect-word-mat-11636519 

 

 

Speech 

 

 

"Sorry," he grunted, as the tiny old man stumbled and almost fell. It 

was a few seconds before Mr. Dursley realized that the man was wearing a 

violet cloak. He didn't seem at all upset at being almost knocked to the 

ground. On the contrary, his face split into a wide smile and he said in 

a squeaky voice that made passers-by stare, "Don't be sorry, my dear sir, 

for nothing could upset me today! Rejoice, for You-Know-Who has gone at 

last!” exclaimed the stranger with glee, “Even Muggles like yourself should be 

celebrating, this happy, happy day!" 

 

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/cause-and-effect-word-mat-11636519


Fronted Adverbials  

 

 

 

 

Embedded clauses  

The child, who had dreamt of this day for years, was waiting outside the theme-park, with butterflies and 

uncontrollable excitement swelling around every inch of their body.   

 

The castle, which had stood empty for 123 years, overflowed with broken furniture and ravenous 

rodents. 

 

Last month, when it was full moon, we camped next to a forbidden forest.  

 


