
Welcome to 

New Intake Parent Evening 1

Wednesday 20th May 2026



This evening we aim to cover the following information: 

• Welcome to Swavesey Primary School and meet some of the team

• How to help your child to be school ready

• What do they need?



Our Schools Value and Aims
• Our school aims to develop children who are: 

• happy, healthy and confident 

• ready, independent, life long learners 

• resilient, resourceful and reflective learners 

• responsible, honest global citizens 

• Through: 

• A safe, stimulating and healthy environment 

• Teaching which is inspiring, inclusive and active 

• A broad challenging curriculum 

• Encouraging creativity, individualism and team work 

• Celebration of successes in all aspects of achievement 

• Excellent partnerships with parents, governors and the community 



Why do I need to do to prepare 
my child for school?

School readiness

‘Teach me to do it 

myself’

Your child will find the transition to Reception far easier and will be much happier if they are independent and can 
do many things by themselves.

Their communication, physical development and social skills are particularly important at this age. These all help 
to support them at school.



What can you do to help?
School readiness

Continue to support their language development by: 

• Expecting a response when you talk to them.

• Encouraging them to speak in sentences.

• Exposing your child to new language and vocabulary. For example, not just dog but labrador, poodle or naming 
specific plants or animals  

Encourage your child to be as independent as possible. Even if it takes a long time!

When spending time with them: 

• Play with them - Jigsaws, Lego, board games etc. 

• Encourage a variety of experiences, such as drawing, painting, singing, making models, cutting etc.

• Share stories/books/rhymes daily

Give them jobs around the house; pairing up the socks, setting the table, brushing their hair.  

Support them to come into pre-school by themselves to find their peg and hang their things up independently.

Prepare them for coming up to ‘big’ school by talking to them about it positively, if they are ready. 



School Readiness Agreement

Swavesey Early 
Years team (Preschool and 

Reception) collaboratively designed a 
School Readiness Agreement. 

We have printed copies available for 
you to take away.

Preschool will work on these skills to 
support children to be ‘School 

Ready’.

We will share copies with other 
settings too.

School readiness



Books to prepare for starting school
School readiness



Best Start in Life – UK Government
School readiness

As part of their ‘Best Start in Life’ initiative the Government have 
launched guidance and practical advice to help families get children 
ready for school. 

The website can be accessed here. 

https://beststartinlife.gov.uk/preparing-for-school/


What will we do to help?
School readiness

Reception staff will endeavour to visit children at their current setting. They will 
spend time getting to know the children in a familiar setting and speak to staff. 
We have contacted all other settings we are aware of, please let us know if your 
child attends a different setting we may not be aware of. 

Nursery and 
Preschool Visits

Transition 
Sessions

Home Visits

These sessions are an opportunity for the children to become more familiar with 
classroom environment. 
For the first session we invite 1 parent or carer to accompany this child. 
For the second session this is an opportunity for the children to explore the new 
environment independently. 

Home visits are another opportunity for staff to get to know the children in a 
familiar environment. 
For parents and carers it is an opportunity to get to know staff and ask any 
questions you might have or share information about your child. 



How to sign up for transition sessions
School readiness

No action from you unless you need to inform us of a setting your child attends. Nursery and 
Preschool Visits

In School
Transition 
Sessions

Home Visits

Stay and Play
Sign up for either Monday 22nd or Tuesday 23rd June (3:45pm – 4:30pm) using this link

Transition session  
Sign up for Wednesday 1st July (9:15- 10:15 or 10:30 – 11:30) using this link 

We will share information about how to book this in due course.   

https://outlook.office.com/book/SwaveseyNewIntake2026@swavesey.cambs.sch.uk/s/jXZSvQA_JU-9BO2QvptuBw2?ismsaljsauthenabled
https://outlook.office.com/book/SwaveseyNewIntake2026@swavesey.cambs.sch.uk/s/ZH6ToPRQDEe3jTw1ggUkaA2?ismsaljsauthenabled


Your Child’s First week at School
This year we will be facilitating a staggered start. This is to support the children to gradually settle into the new 

routines and allow more opportunities for building relationships and getting to know each other. We will 
inform you of your child’s group during New Parent Evening 2. 

Thursday 3rd September Children will attend a morning or afternoon session

Group 1 – 8:45 – 12:30 (this will include lunch)

Group 2 – 13:20 – 15:20 

Friday 4th September Children will attend a morning or afternoon session

Group 2 – 8:45 – 12:30 (this will include lunch)

Group 1 – 13:20 – 15:20

Monday 7th September All children will attend for the morning, including 

staying for lunch.

Group 1 and 2 - 8:45 – 12:45

Tuesday 8th September All children in full time

School readiness



What do children need to bring? 

Each day your child will need to bring:

• A water bottle filled with water (this can be refilled during the day)

• A waterproof jacket – we play outside in all weather!

• A book bag – no rucksacks please

• A packed lunch if having a home packed lunch.

• A fruit or vegetable based snack if necessary (children are provided with fruit and milk)

Please make sure all items children bring to school are clearly named. 



What do children need to bring? 

• Please send your child to school on the first day with the 
following items to stay on their peg:

• A named pair of welly boots (for wet play, mud, sand and 
water play)

• A bag (canvas, drawstring or plastic please) with spare clothes 
in (including pants and socks) to stay at school. Please make 
sure all items in the bag are clearly named. 



School Uniform

• Black or grey trousers, shorts or skirts with a white t-shirt, a red 
jumper, red summer dresses and black shoes. 

• PE kit – house top and shorts or jogging bottoms 

• All items MUST be clearly labelled. 

• Uniform can be purchased via the link on our website (note- 
only items named ‘Swavesey’ are our uniform)

• Uniform does not need to have the 'Swavesey Primary School' 
logo. 

https://www.swavesey.cambs.sch.uk/page/?title=Uniform+and+dress+code&pid=197




School Lunches

• All children from reception through to year 2 are entitled to a universal free school meal every day.  
This can be a hot meal or a packed lunch. 

• Alongside this, depending on your personal circumstances, you can apply for Pupil Premium funding 
which allows your child to continue receiving free school meals throughout key stage 2 (year 3 
onwards). This can be online www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals

• If you are eligible for Pupil Premium funding, then the school receives additional funding that can be 
used to support your child. This can include financial support for trips, extra-curricular activities etc. 

• School lunches are booked through Scopay in advance.

• Children eat their school meals at tables in the hall and are expected to:

• Choose their lunch from the serving hatch, telling the cooks what they would like to eat

• Use cutlery to eat their food

• Put their hand up to ask for help if needed.

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals


School Lunches
Children will need to know whether they are 
having a:
   
• School meal

• School packed lunch (ham, cheese or 
tuna)

• Packed lunch from home  
 

Our menus are sent home via email and can 
also be found on the school website

Meals are ordered through ScoPay

https://www.swavesey.cambs.sch.uk/page/?title=Lunches&pid=16
https://www.swavesey.cambs.sch.uk/page/?title=Lunches&pid=16


Drop off and Collection
School gates open at 8:45am and the reception team will be available at the reception gate to welcome children.

Collecting after 
school

• Children are collected at 3:20pm from the reception gate (on the front playground). 

• Children line up and their teacher will bring them out to the playground to meet you. 

• Children remain lined up and cannot be dismissed until the teacher has made eye contact 
with the parent/carer collecting so please make yourself visible to the teacher when you 
arrive, particularly if the playground is busy or sunny as it can be tricky for you to be seen.

Changes to 
pick ups

• If your child will be attending After School Club (in EY&P) or being collected by someone 
other than a parent on regular days, please email the office and we will keep a record of 
weekly routines. 

• If your child is going home with any other adult for any reason such as play dates, 
grandparents helping out etc, please email the office before midday on the specified day. 
Without permission, your child will not be allowed to leave school with a different adult. 

• If you are running late, please ring the school office on 01954 273312 with as much notice 
as possible. 



Parent Partnerships

You are essential partners in your child’s learning journey and we really value your knowledge and input. We encourage 
parents to be involved as much as possible. 

We have many ways of keeping in touch with you including:

             

Tapestry observations 

Termly parent 

consultations in Autumn 

and Spring

Emails with news of trips, 

events etc.

Reception weekly 

newsletter via Tapestry

Workshops throughout the 

year to help you support 

your child at home 

Informal discussions 

(either on the playground 

or can be arranged via 

emailing the office)

Whole School newsletters 



Tapestry

• Tapestry will be used to record and celebrate children's 
progress and sometimes share areas for development. 

• Only parents of children in the photo or observation will be able 
to see the post.

• Parent contributions help build a holistic profile of a child so 
regular contributions are encouraged. These may be areas you 
choose to share and celebrate with school or linked to the 
home challenges on the weekly newsletter. All observations 
from home are highly valued.



Weekly Newsletters

• Most weeks you will receive a Reception weekly newsletter via Tapestry. 

• This informs you of the weekly learning opportunities that have taken 
place and offers some home challenges that aim to support consolidate 
of learning at home.

• We may include information such as new vocabulary introduced that 
week 

• Please share any home challenges on Tapestry.

• This is a really valuable method of communication between home and 
school, particularly if you ask you child what they have been doing at 
school and they tell you “Nothing”!!



Platforms used by parents

My Child At School 
(MCAS)

This is the platform where we use to hold data and information. When you log in, 
please ensure:
• At least two different contacts have details updated
• Any medical information is up to date
• Appropriate permissions have been given

SCOPAY

Tapestry

This platform is used to order school dinners, book and pay for trips and 
book parent consultations.

This is an online journal sharing observations of your child's early years learning 
journey.



Medical Matters
• Any sickness or diarrhoea must be followed by 48 hrs absence.

• Head lice is common! Please  check regularly and treat as recommended.

• Any absence requires an email or telephone call to school in line with safeguarding protocols. 

• Only essential medicine should be brought to school e.g medicine that needs to be administered 4 times a 
day. 

• Medicines must be in the original container, clearly named and labelled and can only be administered by 
completion of a form at the office.

• All medical conditions must be highlighted to school with correct medication provided and monitored. 

• If your child has a condition that needs a protocol please highlight this to us so we can work in 
collaboration to create this

• If your child becomes unwell at school we will contact you either to discuss this or ask you to collect them. 
Please ensure your contact details are up to date throughout your child’s time at Swavesey Primary School. 



Early Years and Playwork centre 
(EY&P)

Breakfast club (3-11 year olds)
Breakfast club is run daily during term time from 7:30am-9am. The children are taken to 

their classrooms by Breakfast club staff. Breakfast is provided for the children 
following Food Standards set by the Government.

After School Club (school age 4-11 year olds)
After School club is run daily during term time from 3:20pm-6pm. The children can 

attend After school directly from school. A snack is provided for the children 
following Food Standards set by the Government.

If you would like to book please email 
EyandP@Swavesey.cambs.sch.uk 

http://www.schoolfoodplan.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/Checklist-for-school-food-other-than-lunch-140616.pdf
http://www.schoolfoodplan.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/Checklist-for-school-food-other-than-lunch-140616.pdf
mailto:EyandP@Swavesey.cambs.sch.uk
mailto:EyandP@Swavesey.cambs.sch.uk


At New Intake Parent Evening 2 we will…

• Share information about: 

•  The school day

• The Early Years Curriculum and how we teach different aspects of the curriculum 
(including phonics)

• Assessment in Early Years 

• Class groupings (including groupings for the first week of school)

• Provide ‘All about me’ books 



Next steps…

Fill in school admissions 
form (if not already 

complete)

Admissions Form

Complete bookings for in 
school transition sessions

Stay and Play

Sign up to the school 
platforms when you 

receive relevant emails 

Attend New Intake meeting 
2 on 18th June 

Complete bookings for in 
school transition sessions

Transition Session

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/vDjdQuJvVf
https://bookings.cloud.microsoft/book/SwaveseyNewIntake2026@swavesey.cambs.sch.uk/s/jXZSvQA_JU-9BO2QvptuBw2?ismsaljsauthenabled
https://bookings.cloud.microsoft/book/SwaveseyNewIntake2026@swavesey.cambs.sch.uk/s/ZH6ToPRQDEe3jTw1ggUkaA2?ismsaljsauthenabled


Thank you 

Classrooms and EY and P will be open for you to visit, if you would like to.  

Information from this meeting will be emailed to you and available on 
the school website. 

Please use our school website for further information such as term 
dates, policies etc. 

Any thoughts, questions or queries after this evening can be emailed 
via office@swavesey.cambs.sch.uk or speak to a member of the team. 
Thank you for your time. We look forward to continuing to work with 

you. 

mailto:office@swavesey.cambs.sch.uk
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