
Parent Reading Information Meeting Wednesday 27th March 2024

Why reading is such a high priority?
Mrs Sprawson – Introduction - Why is reading so important and a high priority at SPS? 

Teaching Phonics
Miss Lawton – Teaching through Phonics – blending and segmenting and whole sentence reading. Modelling with a group 
of year 1 children

Teaching automaticity – echo reading
Mrs Sprawson – Sharing strategies for reading fluency and understanding. Use of the term automaticity. Focus on echo 
reading and prosody. Modelling with a group of children from Swans Class (Yr3/4).

Reading at home
Mr Pawlett – What does reading for pleasure look like at home? What can parents do to support their child at home? 

Parents listen to their children read
Parents read with their child in their classroom. 



Reading at 
Swavesey Primary School

Parent Workshop

28th March 2024 



“To learn to read is to light a fire; every 
syllable that is spelled is a spark.” 

Victor Hugo

“You cannot open a book without 
learning something.”

“Once you learn to read, you will be 
forever free.” Frederick Douglas

“If you are going to get anywhere in 
life you have to read a lot of books.”

Roald Dahl

Dr Seuss “There is more treasure in books 
than in all the pirate’s loot on 

Treasure Island.”  Walt Disney



Why is reading such a high priority at SPS?

Teaching children to read is about empowerment. 

Reading feeds into every aspect of our curriculum and gives children the tools to 
understand the world around them. 

All of the writing our pupils engage in stems from their reading.

Our Vision is for all children to leave our school with a love of reading and the English 

Language and for all children to be able to read and write fluently and with enjoyment. 



What are the benefits of reading and 
encouraging your child to read for pleasure?



Benefits of reading for pleasure

A growing number of studies show that promoting reading can have a major impact on children and 
adults and their future. Upon reviewing the research literature, Clark and Rumbold (2006) identify 
several main areas of the benefits to reading for pleasure: 

• Reading attainment and writing ability; 
• Text comprehension and grammar; 

• Breadth of vocabulary; 
• Positive reading attitudes; 

• Greater self-confidence as a reader; 
• Pleasure in reading in later life; 

• General knowledge; 
• A better understanding of other cultures; 

• Community participation; and 
• A greater insight into human nature and decision-making.



Pupils who find it 
difficult to learn to read 

are likely to struggle 

across the curriculum.

Regular readers for pleasure 
report fewer feelings of stress 

and depression than non-readers, 
and stronger feelings of 

relaxation from reading than 
from watching television or 
engaging with technology 

intensive activities

A greater proportion of 
primary aged readers and 

non-readers (than secondary 
aged) believed that their 

friends saw readers as happy 
and people with a lot of friends 

(Clark and Osborne, 2008).

Evidence from OECD 
found that reading 
enjoyment is more 

important for children’s 
educational success than 

their family’s socio-
economic status. 

Students are less able to 
learn other curricula if 

they do not develop 
sufficient reading skills 

by the middle of 
primary school.

Children who read books often 
at age 10 and more than once 
a week at age 16 gain higher 
results in maths, vocabulary 
and spelling tests at age 16 

than those who read less 
regularly.

Reading for pleasure is more 
important for children's 

cognitive development than their 
parents' level of education and is 

a more powerful factor in life 
achievement than socio-economic 

background.

There are many 
benefits of reading 

for pleasure!

16-year-olds who choose 
to read books for pleasure 
outside of school are more 

likely to secure 
managerial or 

professional jobs in later 

life.



Why is parental engagement so important?

Children whose home experiences 
promote the view that reading is a 

source of entertainment are likely to 
become intrinsically motivated to read 

(Baker, Serpell and Sonnenschein, 
1995 – cited in Clark and Rumbold, 

2006)

Parental involvement in a child’s 
literacy has been reported as a more 

powerful force than other family 
background variables, such as social 

class, family size and level of parental 
education (Flouri and Buchanan, 2004 
– cited in Clark and Rumbold, 2006)

Children whose parents reported that they had read a 
book with their child “every day or almost every 

day” or “once or twice a week” during the first year 
of primary school performed higher in PISA 2009 
than children whose parents reported that they had 
done this “never or almost never” or “once or twice a 

month”. 



How do we teach reading at our school?

Miss Lawton – Phonics Teaching



Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our 
Systematic Synthetic Phonics 
(SSP) programme to teach 
early reading and spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



Terminology 

Phoneme

Grapheme

Blend 

Digraph

Segment

Trigraph



• These are the first group of letters and 
sounds your child will learn.

• The lessons are fun, interactive, engaging 
and have been designed to gradually build 
over time.

In Reception we begin with Phase 2



We teach Phase 2 in this order



• Teacher-led blending is taught 
throughout Phase 2.

We teach blending so your child learns to read



In Phase 3 children learn:

• the vowel digraphs and trigraphs

• to read words containing the Phase 3 digraphs 
and trigraphs

• to read longer words (‘chunking’).

Next we teach Phase 3



Phase 3 vowel digraphs and trigraphs



• During Phase 2 we taught your 
child to blend using the teacher-
led blending approach.

• Now they can start to blend 
independently.

• Children are taught to spot the 
digraph/trigraph in words first.

Reading words with vowel digraphs/trigraphs



In Year 1 Children learn Phase 5 sounds –
Children to model a sample



Children will be able to:

• blend independently

• blend in their heads with 
increasing fluency and confidence.

They will also begin to distinguish 
between different 
phonemes/graphemes.

Reading words – Children to model fluency



• These words have unusual 
spellings e.g. he, the, was.

• They are taught in a systematic 
way.

• There are new tricky words in 
Phase 2, 3 and 5

Tricky words are taught throughout 



What is the Phonics Screening Check?

• It is a quick check of your child’s phonics 
knowledge.

• It is not designed to create any stress or 
anxiety for your child.

• It assesses decoding skills using phonics.

• It consists of 40 words (20 real words, 
20 ‘alien words’).

If children do not achieve the required score 
in Year 1, they will retake the screening at the 
end of Year 2.

In June of Year 1 children will sit the
Phonics Screening Check



Useful resources for parents



Teaching automaticity.

In reading, automaticity is the ability to rapidly, effortlessly and accurately recognise or 
decode words.

This will aid enjoyment of as text and by doing so, enhance meaning.

Mrs Sprawson – Echo Reading with a focus on prosody (the rhythm and intonation of 
language).

The following slide shows the text used to demonstrate echo reading. 
Echo reading is when the teacher reads aloud a text line by line or sentence 
by sentence modelling appropriate fluency. After reading each line, the 
children echo back the reading of the line with the same rate and prosody. 

The slide after the texts shows the types of questions and discussion points 
we would use to explore the text with the children.







What reading for pleasure can look 
like at home.

Mr Pawlett



What reading for pleasure can look like at home

Choosing what to read
Being proactive – taking an interest
What does your child love? How can I turn this into a reading opportunity?

Providing opportunities to be excited about choosing what to read
Libraries
Bookshops
Online
Friend book swaps
School

Encouraging discovery
New author
New topic

Enjoying things again!
It's good to re-read things for pleasure! Or the next in a series! Or same author different series

Level of the text
Be aware...but not too strict when reading for pleasure. Be clear with the purpose!



What reading for pleasure can look like at home

Daily reading time

Find a short slot in your daily routine (bedtime works well for many families) 
Read one or two books/chapters together every day. Key – short, doable and regular

Find a quiet, cosy place to snuggle up, and switch off distractions for a few minutes so you and your child have each 
other's full attention. 

Sharing a book
Sharing a book with your child can be a magical experience. Spending time together

•Developing your child’s imagination
•Learn new information (if non-ficiton)
•Introducing new words
•Expanding their knowledge of the world
•Giving them the chance to ask questions
•Helping them to relax and calm down
•Developing their love of books and reading
•Having fun together!

https://wordsforlife.org.uk/activities/cosy-book-time/


What reading for pleasure can look like at home

How to read

Your child reading

You reading to them

You taking it in turns (echo reading)

Siblings reading to each other...perhaps

Grandparents/family friends/peers....whoever will inspire them!



What reading for pleasure can look like at home
Repeat, repeat, repeat
Reading the same book again and again will help your child get to know the story. Once they know it well, ask 
them about what’s happening or what's going to happen next, and praise them when they respond.

Look at the pictures
The beauty of children’s books is that it doesn’t matter if you don’t read all the words - you can tell a story from 
the pictures! If your child knows the book well, or even if they don’t, let them have a go at becoming 
the storyteller just from looking at the pictures on the page. It will help improve their speaking skills and self 
confidence.

Let them choose
Your child will enjoy choosing books for themselves from a bookshelf they can reach, a book box at home, or 
even e-books on a phone or tablet. This will help you both discover the kinds of books and stories they enjoy 
the most.

https://wordsforlife.org.uk/activities/choose-favourite-book/
https://wordsforlife.org.uk/activities/how-make-story-sack/
https://wordsforlife.org.uk/parent-support/choosing-books-with-your-child/


What reading for pleasure can look like at home

Don't just be limited to books! Don't be limited to daily reading times!

Eg. Reading recipes

The benefits of reading recipes with your children
Find a simple recipe and have a fun time baking together. It’s a good chance for your child to practice reading and 
following instructions.

Show the recipe to your child before you begin and read out the ingredients. Talk about what you need. They can help 
you fetch the ingredients and mix them together.

You can also take the recipe to the shop and look for ingredients together. Say things like: ‘We need flour. Where do 
you think it is?’.

When you’re baking, help your child measure out ingredients. Measuring will help them learn about numbers. Let 
your child know what each ingredient is so they can learn the words.



What reading for pleasure can look like at home

Reading non-fiction with your child

Why is reading non-fiction so important?

Providing children with the opportunity to read and explore high-quality non-fiction texts plays a vital role 
in helping them to learn about the world around them. (It will also help them become better writers!)

It encourages reading for pleasure and sparks curiosity and in turn, conversation.

Non-fiction can be a way to inform others about our planet - and how to look after it.

Providing your child with a wide range of topics and exciting non-fiction texts is key to meeting their 
varied interests.

They can also help to inspire new ones and help them develop new interests and knowledge about the 
world around them.


