Swavesey Early Years and Playwork Centre (Preschool) Ethos

[bookmark: _GoBack]Our Ethos is school readiness so we encourage our children to be independent thinkers and independent in self-care. We aim for the children to become confident people and to express themselves freely.
We work in partnership with our parents in supporting the children with all aspects of learning.
Teaching Children to be independent
We encourage children to be independent with self-care so they are able to use the toilet and wipe, wash their hands with soap, puts coats on and zip them up, socks and shoes on, open lunch boxes and packets in the lunch box.
The children have their own pegs so we encourage them to put their bags and coats on the peg and allow them to go to their peg as and when they want to, this gives the children a sense of belonging whilst at Preschool and will continue into school
School readiness
To be school ready the children must feel able to complete tasks that are set, so we as Practitioners and parents can help with this by: -
Being prompt for school, our day begins at 9am (Unless a later start has been recommended by a Practitioner). By supporting this your child will get used to school routines which is essential for a positive start to the day
Easy wearing clothes such as Velcro shoes, elastic waisted trousers or skirts, vests not all in ones with poppers, coats or jackets not all in one wet suit and when learning, mittens are great instead of finger gloves
Lunch boxes (named) should contain easy open wrappers or easy open tubs, possibly open packets and use an easily removable clip, grapes cut into small pieces. For children that are going to school in the September of that year it might be good to encourage your child to eat whole fruit such Apples and Pears and also to encourage peeling fruit independently such as Bananas
Reminder- We are a NUT FREE school so please do not put Nutella or marzipan in the lunch boxes also sesame and sweets should not be provided
First day-settling, On the first day at our Preschool we like to welcome our parents into the room with their children. This gives you an opportunity to see the room set up and to settle your child. We do ask that the stay is brief so we can continue to settle your child for the morning/day
Ensure all contact details and health or dietary information is correct on the school system (SCOpay)
Backpacks and contents should be named. The backpack should contain changes of clothes (seasonal) in case of toilet accidents or messy play, pull-ups (not nappies), wipes, nappy sacks (if required) and a named water bottle
I do recommend that no toys come in to Preschool from home as it can cause some upset due to  sharing issues or getting lost however, if your child does require a toy to assist with transition we will be asking that the toy remains in the child’s backpack during the Preschool session
When the children leave Preschool to continue on their learning journey into school our aim is that all children are confident, independent and happy individuals. 

