
Welcome to 
Year 1 and 2



The Children

Year 1 and 2 children are split into 3 teaching classes: 
Squirrels 
Foxes 
Otters 



Class Teachers

Miss Lawton Mrs Cowburn/Mrs Kellam Mrs Ratcliffe
Otters' Class Foxes' Class Squirrels' Class

Weekly release time will be covered by other school adults.



Teaching Assistants

We have 4 wonderful TAs working within the phase, 
supporting the children with their learning.

Mrs Howard
Mrs Warrington
Mrs Nadiah
Mrs Unbekandt





The Curriculum

We plan very closely as a team during weekly 
meetings to ensure that all children within the 
phase experience similar teaching activities. 
We aim to provide a varied and stimulating 
curriculum to capture the interest of our pupils.



Topics

Each term we have a main topic focus that we endeavour
to ​integrate into all areas of the curriculum.
This term our topic is both history and geography based 
and is titled ‘Beside the Sea' .
Our Spring Term topic will be history based and is called 
‘People Who Changed the World'. 
The Summer Term topic will be geography and science 
based and is called ‘Rainforests'.



Trips and Visitors

We aim to develop our pupils' understanding and increase their 
curiosity by taking the children on visits within the local area and 
by inviting visitors who have an expertise within the subject into 
school.
We are currently in the process of organising trips and/or visitors 
for this term. Information regarding any trips or visitors planned 
will be shared once confirmed.



The day goes very quickly and is very demanding as we have such high expectations from 
the curriculum. Your children will get very tired but judging on last year when the 
children were amazing and worked so hard, we know that they can do it and achieve so 
much.
Here is an example of how a day might look for your child. This will vary day to day. 

8.45 - 9.10 Morning work (including handwriting)
9.15 - 10.10 Maths/English
10.15 - 10.30 Assembly
10.30 - 10.45 Playtime
10.45 – 12:00 English/Maths
12:00 – 13:00 Lunch
1.00 - 1.30 Quiet Time (reading activities)
1.30 – 2.15 Phonics
2.15 – 3.10 Afternoon sessions (Science, Art/DT, Topic, PE, Music, PSHE, 
Computing)
3.10 - 3.20 Story/ songs/class activity



Year 1 phonics screening
At the end of year 1 the children will be assessed on their ability to blend sounds to read. Some 
of these words are real words and some are alien (pretend) words. We will practise blending 
throughout the year and provide intervention support based on our assessments. The children 
need to correctly read 32 out of 40 words to be at the expected level.



The Year 1 and 2 Spelling Lists

These lists are the 46 words for Year 1 and 64 words for Year 2  set out in the National 
Curriculum. They are challenging and will require a substantial amount of time to 
learn. We will be regularly addressing these words at school during the year but your 
child will need to practise them at home regularly.
Tests will be given across the year and results will be shared with you. We will let you 
know when we are planning to check these spellings. 
By the end of the year, Year 1 and 2 children need to be spelling many of the words 
for their year group correctly when using them in their writing. This means that when 
used the words are spelt correctly most of the time with only a few errors. Therefore 
it would be great to support your child with this by practicing the words in sentences 
as well as in isolation. 
We will be testing the children using these lists this week. We will then send home 
highlighted copies so you know which words your child can already spell. Please 
remember at this stage we would not expect many to be known. 



Year 2 SATs and Assessments

As of this year, there are no longer government expectations for us to submit end of year 2 
teacher assessment data. Previously teacher assessment data was, in part, informed by SATs 
testing in Reading and Maths.

SATs tests are no longer compulsory in Year 2. However, we will still be completing summative 
assessments to support our end of year teacher assessments as we would in other years up to 
Year 6.

As in the past, summative assessments will not form the entire basis of our teacher assessments 
but this will be ongoing throughout the year.





Spelling Homework

Each week on a Tuesday your child will be set a list of spellings to 
learn on Purple Mash. 
​We will have weekly tests of these words on the following 
Tuesday.
The majority of these spellings will follow a given pattern or 
​spelling rule. 
We encourage you to help your child learn their spellings 
​through Look, Say, Cover, Write and Check.



Maths Facts
Number bonds are an essential part of the Maths Curriculum. Time will be spent at school focusing on 
learning these but support at home will help your child to progress and become more fluent with these 
facts.
The children will start with 2 numbers that add together to make 10 and then 20.
Please note that number bonds within 10 and 20 are also taught and need to be learnt.

The children will learn their times tables (2, 5 and 10). We have already begun practising these through 
'Team, Team' chants. We will also be ​exploring these practically and then developing their quick recall 
through playing "I say, you say" and then chanting 1 two is 2 ...

By the end of the year:
Year 1 are expected to know their number bonds to and within 20 and count in ​multiples of 2, 5 and 10.
Year 2 are expected to know number bond related facts for example if I know 6 + 4 = 10 then I know 60 
+ 40 = 100. They will also need to recall and use multiplication and division facts for 2, 5 and 10 times 
tables.



Purple Mash

We will be using Purple Mash to send weekly spelling and maths homework this year. This will be via the 
2Email program within Purple Mash. Maths homework will include information about what has been 
covered in maths that week as well as recall facts to learn. 

Soon, your child will bring home their Purple Mash login. 

If there are activities set for your child these will appear as a ‘2Do’ in the ‘alerts’ tab. 

Email alerts will also appear here  but emails can also be accessed by using the search bar to search ‘2email’.



Reading Homework

Please take time to hear your child read aloud every day. This helps develop confidence, fluency and 
expression. 
It is equally important to ask your child questions about the text as this develops comprehension skills 
that are crucial to understanding and enjoyment. Comprehension is a key component in reaching the 
end of key stage expectations. 
Reading to your child also enhances key vocabulary skills and is an enjoyable and valuable one to one 
time. 
We encourage children to be more independent in their reading choices (additional to their school 
reading book); choosing their own books from the classroom, school library ​and ideally out of school 
libraries.
We will begin to send home school reading books over the next week. Please could you return 
books promptly once read to support is in ensuring new books can be sent out each week.

Library books will be sent home in a library folder. It is important that the library book is returned in the 
folder to support our library system.



Topic Homework

Termly topic-based homework will be sent home in a large exercise 
book. Your child can choose from a selection of activities to complete 
which will be related to the termly topic and completed in any order. 
Tasks should be completed at home. Once a task is complete your child 
can share their work with their peers. This can be done by uploading a 
photograph via Purple Mash or bringing the exercise book into school. 
Smiley faces and certificates will be awarded at the end of each term for 
super work and effort.
There will be time to share topic homework on a Friday so please send 
in homework books to be shared on this day. Remind your child to let us 
know if you have uploaded something to Purple Mash.









Toilets, Snacks and Water Bottles

Toilets- children are able to go to the toilet when they need although on occasion will need to wait if there is 
a queue! 
Snacks -Fruit is provided in KS1 and children are encouraged to eat a piece of fruit each day. Your child can 
also bring their own snack as long as it is fruit/vegetable.
Water Bottles- We encourage children to bring named water bottles to school. These will be kept in a 
designated place in the classroom. In our support of the environment we will not be providing disposable 
plastic cups for the children to use and so bringing a water bottle is essential. Please send water only to 
avoid sticky spillages!
Belongings- Please can we remind you to ensure that your child’s belongings (including water bottles) are 
clearly named as this helps us to prevent lost property. Biro or sharpie will work well!
In KS1 the children are provided with all of their learning materials therefore they do not need to bring a 
large bag or rucksack. Our cloakrooms are quite snug and too many belongings makes it difficult for the 
children to find their peg. 
Occasionally the children’s belongings may get mixed up so please check the labels of the clothes your child 
brings home. 



PE 

Children will need to come into school in their PE kits on their PE days. This should include a 
jumper, shorts or tracksuit bottoms dependent on weather and a pair of trainers your child can 
fasten independently. 

Squirrels' Class – Monday and Tuesday
Foxes' Class – Monday and Tuesday
Otters' Class – Tuesday and Thursday

If there are any changes to this due to operational matters we will email accordingly. 



Thank you for supporting us today. 
We hope it has been useful and informative.

We encourage you to get in touch with your 
child's class teacher if you have any further 
questions or concerns.
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