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We are so impressed at how well the children are settling into 
school. They are already getting used to daily routines and have 

been a pleasure to get to know. 
Thank you for your continued support.
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Early Years Curriculum

There are 7 Areas of Learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
(EYFS), which activities are planned around:

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development
• Physical Development

• Communication and Language
• Literacy

• Mathematics
• Understanding the World
• Expressive Arts and Design

The classroom environment (inside and out) reflects these areas.
 Activities may be adult led or child initiated.



Early Years Curriculum
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Characteristics of Effective 
learning underpin the Early 

Years Foundation stage.

Early Years Curriculum



Observations

• Tapestry is an online tool used to collate observations of 
children‘s behaviours and skills.

• Observations from home support the staff to learn more 
about the children, their interests out of school and 
achievements such as swimming, family allotments etc.

• We like to share ‘Wow’ moments to celebrate moments of 
particular success your child may have had at school. 

• Observations have a comment box which proves useful to 
communicate about learning.



Weekly Newsletters

• These are sent home on Fridays via Tapestry

• Also examples of how you can support your 
child at home.

• Important updates and information.



Assessments

Assessments are carried out against the EYFS 
framework 4 times a year:

• Reception Baseline Assessment 

• End of Autumn term

• End of Spring term

• End of Summer term- Has your child met a 
Good Level of Development? 



What is a ‘Good Level of Development?’ (GLD)

Children are defined as having reached a Good Level of 
Development (GLD) at the end of the EYFS if they have 
achieved the expected level for the ELGs in the prime areas of 
learning 

Communication and Language
Physical Development 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development

and the specific areas of 

Mathematics and Literacy.



Phonics

What is phonics?

It aims to build children's speaking and listening 
skills in their own right as well as to prepare 
children for learning to read and write by 
developing their phonic knowledge and skills.



Phonics
How do we teach phonics?
• All schools have adopted a synthetic, systematic phonics 

programme to deliver phonics sessions. The scheme we 
use is called Little Wandle.

• Resources to support with phonics at home are 
available on the school website. This is being updated 
throughout the year.

• Daily phonics sessions between 20-30 minutes where 
they hear and articulate phonemes (sounds) and 
recognise graphemes (written sounds).

• We learn sounds (phonemes) as well as letter names.

• We segment (sound out) and blend (putting the 
sounds together to make the word) to help us to read 
and spell.



Phonics

Phonetically plausible attempts at writing are positively accepted by the end 
of Reception year.

Segmenting and 
blending using phonic 
knowledge



Reading
Reading is a combination of skills including word reading (decoding) 

and comprehension (understanding).
 

• Initially, children read decodable books to adults, using their phonic 
knowledge, associated with Little Wandle.

• Children work through scheme dependent on their phonic 
knowledge, word reading and comprehension of the text. *

• Every classroom has a reading area where children can choose any 
fiction, non-fiction or poetry.

• Children are read to daily.

• Children have a visit to the school library every week where they 
can borrow a book to take home. The aim of this is to develop 
reading for pleasure.

• Books will begin to be sent home in a few weeks, once phonic 
teaching commences and assessment have been completed.



• Reading is about more than just being able to 
read words on a page and use phonic 
knowledge. It is also based on comprehension 
of the story, being able to talk about what they 
have read, make predictions and understand 
vocabulary.

• Please support your child with reading daily at 
home by:

- Sharing, discussing and enjoying books daily

- Reading and returning school reading books 

Reading at home



PE

• Reception will have PE on Thursdays and Fridays. 

• PE kits in winter should consist of jogging bottoms, a 
jumper and trainers.

• Due to restrictions with hall timetables, ‘outside’ PE 
lessons will take place unless rain is torrential, there 
is a thunder storm or conditions are such that health 
and safety is a concern. An appropriate coat / 
raincoat may be worn by your child should they 
wish.

• We take part in the Golden Mile initiative where 
children can be awarded a certificate for running 10 
and 25 miles!



Trips and Visitors

• We aim to develop our pupils' understanding 
and increase their curiosity by planning visits 
within the local area and inviting visitors into 
school who have an area of expertise to share.

• When trips or visits are planned, information 
will be emailed home. We may also ask for 
volunteers to support us at these events. 



Toilets, Snacks and Water Bottles
Toilets 
• Children are able to go to the toilet when they need 

although we do check that they don't go too often or with 
friends to avoid tidying up!

Snacks
• Fresh fruit or veg is provided for Reception and KS1 which 

children are encouraged to eat. Fruit from home can also 
be eaten should you wish to send some in with your child.

Water Bottles 
• We encourage children to bring named water bottles to 

school. *
• Milk is also offered to children in Reception daily. 

Routines



Lunches

*Hot meals and school packed lunches are called up to choose their meal 
at the serving hatch. 

All school meals are free while your child is in reception, year 1 and year 
2! However, your child may be eligible for Pupil Premium funding which 
entitles them to free school meals until year 6 and further support in 
school.

**Please remember if your child has packed lunch we are a healthy and 
nut free school.

During lunchtime, midday supervisors support the children.

Children are encouraged to try new foods at school and praised for this 
effort. 



How can you help at home? 

• Please encourage your child to use full size 
cutlery and cut up their own food when eating 
at home.

• We try to limit ‘eating time’ to 30 minutes to 
allow sufficient play time, therefore if your 
child is likely to find this tricky, please support 
them at home.

• Read through the menu and prepare your 
child for the food options.



Reminders:

• No belongings from home coming into school 
please.

• Going home messages- If your child is not 
going home with you, please make sure an 
email is sent to school before the end of the 
day stating the adult that will be collecting 
your child. In case of emergency or running 
late, please let the office know as soon as you 
can. 



Communication
We feel strongly that regular communication and links with home are 
essential to support your child’s development. We are always available for a 
quick chat, however, if you would like a more private conversation please 
let the office know and we can arrange a time to meet. Other 
communication channels include: 

Parent Consultations
• Autumn term parent consultation is an opportunity to talk about how 

your child is settling into school life. 
• Spring term consultation will share progress to date. 
Reception Newsletters
We aim to send newsletters home weekly on Fridays. These will come to 
you via Tapestry. The aim of them is to share the learning in school this 
week and set home challenges. 
Headteacher emails and School newsletters
Look out for school newsletters during the academic year to provide 
information on school life.



Any questions?

Thank you for joining us this afternoon. 

The slides from this afternoon will be available on our 
website.

Please feel free to ask any questions should they arise. 

https://50thingstodo.org/parents

https://50thingstodo.org/parents
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