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Write your synopsis. Rewatch yesterday's lesson if need 
a reminder. Use the bullet points you made in the lesson to 
help you do this. 

If you are struggling to get going, here are some sentence 
starter ideas: 

Planet Earth is a.....
or
This gripping/mysterious/exciting adventure begins 
when...
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Read this opinions section of a book review for 'The Lion 
the witch and the wardrobe'

What makes it good? How can it be improved? 

I would highly recommend this book because it gripped me from start to finish – I 
couldn’t put it down! The main characters are highly loveable, you find you start 
to deeply care for them and are desperate to find how the tale ends.
It also got me thinking about the meaning of friendship too!

It does give an opinion 
Tells you about characters 
Shows it's a book to get you thinking 
BUT
Is a bit brief and left me thinking I want to hear more of their opinion
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Read this opinions section of a book review for 'Kensuke's 
Kingdom'

What make it good? How can it be improved? 

I absolutely loved Kensuke’s Kingdom, because it was thoroughly gripping from page one. As 
each chapter ended, I couldn’t wait for the next to begin! The characters were so emotive (full 
of sadness, hope, joy and pain) and the narrative was nonstop drama!

I particularly enjoyed Kensuke’s recount of his own life. He clearly had experienced deep 
sorrow  for example on page 120 where he stated “All patients dead. All sailors dead.” 

However throughout the narrative the theme of hope survived and we see two lives transformed 
for the better through tough and difficult experiences. 

Gives usually clear reasons for their 
opinion 

Talks about emotions 

Uses a quote (could be helpful?)

BUT 
Could explain more what the nonstop 
drama was
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Use the questions in the 'opinion prompt' to 
help structure your opinion section of your 
review if you would find this helpful. 

I thought this story was......because....

My favourite part was....because....

My least favourite part was....because....

The sort of person who might enjoy this 
is....because....

I would/won't want to read more books by this 
author because 
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Use the questions in the 'opinion prompt' to 
help structure your opinion section of your 
review. 

Having enjoyed time to read Planet Earth, I 
thought this story was......because....

Without doubt, my favourite part 
was....because....

Due to how boring this section of the story 
was, my least favourite part was....because....

Having considered the pros and cons of 
this narrative, the sort of person who might 
enjoy this is....because....

Personally, I would/won't want to read more 
books by this author because 

Uplevel your sentence starters to make it 
more interesting!
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Attachments

book_review_example.doc

Book review planning sheet.doc

book_review_template(1).doc

Big write SC for book review.doc

Book review planning sheet v 2.doc

Book review SC.docx

Book review success criteria.docx




What is the book about?


This gripping fantasy is about the magical and often unpredictable land of Narnia (a secret world found in the back of a wardrobe!).


Set during World War 2, a family of 4 children (Peter, Lucy, Edmund and Susan) are sent to a grand manor as evacuees. In their boredom, whilst playing hide and seek, this mysterious world is discovered in the back of a wardrobe and then the adventure truly begins. With repulsive villains, such as the white witch and exciting heroes, such as Aslan the lion, this book explores themes of good Vs evil, love Vs hate and anger Vs forgiveness.





Who would this book be suitable for? Age/interests


I think this book would be suitable for Year 4 children and upwards. Whilst the storyline might excite children of all ages, there are some complex words that they might not understand.





It will highly interest you if you love fantasy, magical creatures and thrilling adventure.








Book Illustration





Book review by: ___________________________________________





Title: _______________________________________________________





Author: ____________________________________________________





Non fiction					Fiction





Book Review





Would you/would you not recommend the book? Why?





I would highly recommend this book because it gripped me from start to finish – I couldn’t put it down!


The main characters are highly loveable, you find you start to deeply care for them and are desperate to find how the tale ends.


It also got me thinking about the meaning of friendship too!























Rating: 
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Book Review





Book Illustration





Book review by: ___________________________________________





Title: _______________________________________________________





Author: ____________________________________________________





Non fiction					Fiction





What is the book about?





Who would this book be suitable for? Age/interests








Would you/would you not recommend the book? Why?
































Rating: 








SMART Notebook


OVER PRIMARY SCHOOL

		Name:

		Date:

		Class:








		Red

		Amber 

		Green



		You are confused or don’t understand... 


STOP and get help...

		You are getting there... there are some things to work on... we will keep an eye on you...


CONTINUE with care...

		You understand fully and you are ready for the next challenge...


GO and keep GOING!





		Text Type



		Newspaper Report:

Book review







		

		My comments/examples on my writing

		My R/A/G

		My teacher’s R/A/G



		Text Features and 


Organisation




		Introduction


Synopsis 


Conclusion 


Like and dislikes


Recommendation




		

		



		Paragraphs




		See above 

		

		





		Vocabulary




		Precise adjectives,

Discussion language

		

		



		Conjunctions 



		e.g addition and opposition conjunctions


In addition, not only this, as well, furthermore 


However, on the other hand, whereas, 



		

		



		Openers




		Exciting gripping openers to introduce the paragraph   

		

		



		Punctuation




		.   ,   ?  !  ‘  ... “ ″  -   ( )   ;  :

Capital letters used correctly (beginnings of sentences, names)

		

		





		Spelling




		

		

		



		Handwriting




		

		

		





		My wish







SMART Notebook


		Introduction – name of book, author, publisher, illustrator






		Synopsis of the story






		How the book ends






		Your likes and dislikes about the book – with REASONS and QUOTES






		Conclusion including recommendation








SMART Notebook
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SMART Notebook


		Book review success criteria 

		Peer – Mark 

		Teacher mark 



		Possible Features

Introduction 

Synopsis/summary 

Likes/dislikes 

Recommendations 

		

		



		Paragraphing 

Clear paragraphing of sections



		

		



		Language

Language for effect on the reader (make them love it or hate it!)

		

		



		Punctuation

The basic must be correct 
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		Book review success criteria 

		Peer – Mark 

		Teacher mark 



		Possible Features

Introduction 

Synopsis/summary 

Likes/dislikes 

Recommendations 

		

		



		Paragraphing 

Clear paragraphing of sections



		

		



		Language

Language for effect on the reader (make them love it or hate it!)

		

		



		Punctuation

The basic must be correct 
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