
Getting to Grips with 
Grid References!



• To understand the purpose of grid references. 

• To use four-figure to locate features on 
a map.

• To apply the use of four-figure grid references to an 
OS map.

To understand how to use four-figure references.
Learning Objective

Success Criteria
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What Are Four-Figure Grid References?

Four-figure grid references 
are used to locate a 
particular grid square on 
a map. 

Why might this be 
useful?

To create a four-figure 
grid reference you use the 
grid lines and grid 
numbers.
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The vertical 
gridlines are 
called eastings
and they 
increase as you 
move eastwards.

The horizontal 
gridlines are 
called 
northings and 
they increase 
as you move 
northwards.
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How to find a grid square.

If the grid reference is:

The first two 
numbers give 
the eastings.

The second two 
numbers give 
the northings.

Locate the point where the easting 
and northing grid lines meet. 
This is the bottom Left-hand 
corner of grid square 3226…

…the campsite.
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Remember…. eastings
then northings!

Along the corridor and up the stairs!
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Your Turn!

a. What OS map symbol is 
found in each of these 
grid squares?

a. 3526

b. 3124

c. 3323

2. What is the grid reference
for the:

a. church?

b. telephone?
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Treasure Island!
Complete the activity sheets for your tasks.

There is one for Y3 and one for Y4.


